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Terminator 3 (2003) was a heavy disappointment for fans of the series, running longer, and
earning less money, than its predecessors. The fact that its sequel, Terminator: Salvation, is a

return to more classic sci-fi form is not lost on its success. In fact, you could say Salvation more
or less fulfills the promise of the Terminator 2 finale: the T-1000 machine kills off Sarah Connor
and the human race. Its a fitting end that demonstrates how far the series has gone over the

years, especially when compared to the beginning. Even so, I can only imagine that the first film
will still be a warm and fuzzy memory for long after youve seen Salvation. With each film, the

series has grown. The third installment is the most complete incarnation of its ethos, the
franchise at its best, trading in spaceships for hardware and sports cars for military vehicles.

These films are the best the franchise has to offer, but its up to future films to pick up the slack
and bring it to new heights. Often when I critique video games, one of the most common

complaints is an "I thought they said this was a family-friendly game!" While a throwaway line in
a game has become no big deal, the same line in a movie can kill a series and create a whole
slew of problems, especially if the line is repeated by a copyright-holding studio. In the case of

Terminator Salvation, however, youll see just how insidious the term can be, as it is used on the
title, trailer, and in advertisements. After the cancellation of Terminator: The Sarah Connor

Chronicles, ABCs broadcast chief Paul Lee tells USA Today the network will no longer use the
term "Terminator" within its ad campaign for the movie. When asked about using the word in

movies, the network told him, "Well, the word is being used as a title for a movie." I think it was
especially idiotic for such an ironic company to say such a statement in the first place, and even
more so in the second place. First of all, no average viewer thinks of Terminator as a movie title.

It either means to them, "Arnold Schwarzenegger is playing a badass killer robot in a James
Cameron movie," or worse, "Arnold Schwarzenegger is playing a badass killer robot in a James

Cameron movie about the time travel adventures of a depressed loner (which is also being made
by James Cameron)." I know its a silly point, but for an ad company to make a statement like that

says much about the kind of special relationship they have with its parent studio, Paramount.
Second, I think a movie like this was exactly what the studio had in mind when it started making
Terminator Salvation. Its a solid action thriller that has its fair share of people saying "Wait, why
is this thing running around with a machine gun?" I honestly think thats the whole point. Some

sequels are only good as a movie clip, and while I wouldnt be surprised if future films in the
series follow this, they werent supposed to just be action-packed clips like The Fast and the

Furious (which would be a tremendous waste of talent). But theres no way it wont cross over.
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