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interferon has increased and the duration of treatment for chronic hepatitis C is
now well established at 48 weeks of therapy. Pegylated interferon (Peg-IFN) has
also been used extensively for the treatment of hepatitis C. Peg-IFN has shown
similar efficacy to that of standard interferon, but with lower response rates.
However, in terms of safety and tolerability, it is a more convenient form of
treatment. Peg-IFN is not routinely used as an initial treatment, but is started if
there is a failure of previous interferon therapy. Many patients with hepatitis C
have underlying cirrhosis, and may not have a favourable response to therapy
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