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Thomas Boyd (died 1759) was an Irish barrister and a colonel in the service of the Honourable East India Company. He was born
in County Monaghan. Life He was born in County Monaghan, Ireland, son of William Boyd, a Protestant, and Grizel, an ambitious,
ambitious woman. At the age of 19 he joined the Bombay Company's merchant service. On 24 March 1738 he was appointed purser on
the St. Vincent. On 10 April 1738 the three young men were part of the crew which stood off the coast of California looking for
the San Diego harbour. On 29 May 1739, Boyd was appointed captain of the St. Vincent. The vessel had been on a sealer voyage to

the San Francisco for her return trip and Boyd had avoided duties in the Pacific. On 25 August 1739 St. Vincent sailed for
China and on 10 October she arrived at Whampoa anchorage in front of Macao where she stayed for six weeks. The following spring
she carried out duties in Canton, Xiamen and along the coast of Malaya. On 18 May 1740, Boyd was on board the St. Vincent when
she was captured by the French. She arrived at Brest on 10 June and the next day she was brought into Rochefort. The town of
Brest also had a custom house and Port Louis was French home port. On 12 June the ship was placed in a cartel along with 22
other British ships. A cartel was a set of laws between nations to enforce international commerce. There was a cartel between
France and Britain. The French captain expected the British captain, Boyd, to sign a document stipulating certain conditions.
Boyd refused to sign the cartel, so he was arrested and then imprisoned in Brest Castle. At Brest, Boyd was put in contact with
British and French agents in order to find a ransom. Boyd hired a French lawyer and paid the lawyer a share of his ransom to
help him get a ransom. On the morning of 10 July 1740 Boyd and four guards were released from his prison and put on a boat

headed for the English island of Jersey where a private owner, Francis Baring, was holding Boyd for ransom. On the boat there
was a steward and a clerk. After being freed,
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