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TORCHLIGHT DOWNLOAD TORCHLIGHT UNLOCKED[Mutation analysis of the
fibrinogen gamma-chain gene in a Chinese family with ligneous conjunctivitis]. To
identify the mutation in the fibrinogen gamma-chain gene in a Chinese family with
ligneous conjunctivitis (LC). Blood samples were obtained from the proband and his
family members. DNA was extracted from the proband's leukocytes and those of his
family members. The coding sequences of the exons and flanking regions of the
fibrinogen gamma-chain gene were amplified by PCR and analyzed by direct
sequencing. A novel mutation was identified in the fibrinogen gamma-chain gene in the
proband. This mutation, including substitution of guanine for adenine (G2198A), would
lead to the amino acid substitution of glycine for arginine (R697K). This mutation was
found not only in the proband but also in his father and brother, who were clinically
asymptomatic. This study has identified a novel mutation in the fibrinogen gamma-
chain gene, which may be associated with LC.Metabolism of the antimalarial agent,
artemisinin, in humans. 1. The pharmacokinetics of artemisinin (sodium artesunate)
were investigated in 12 healthy adults. 2. Following oral administration of 1 mg kg-1 of
artemisinin, its two major metabolites, dihydroartemisinin and desferriartemzine, were
monitored by high performance liquid chromatography and by an immunoassay
procedure based on a monoclonal antibody. 3. Plasma concentration profiles of
artemisinin and the two metabolites were fitted to a four-compartment open model.
Mean (SD) parameters estimated for artemisinin and dihydroartemisinin were as
follows: volume of distribution at steady state (Vss), 11.9 (1.6) litre kg-1; clearance
(CD), 20.8 (3.6) ml min-1 kg-1; total body clearance (Cltot), 23.1 (3.7) ml min-1 kg-1;
half-life (t1/2), 0.6 (0.1) h; and area under the plasma concentration time curve (AUC),
36.8 (6.3) mg h litre-1
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