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empowered after a redistricting process that took years, is threatening to use his new power to make life difficult for House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. GOP Rep. Tom Graves, the incoming chairman of the House Committee on Rules, a powerful panel that has a tremendous amount of power in the House, said he will also serve as one of the top Republican
investigators for the impeachment inquiry into President Donald Trump. Graves, a Georgia Republican and close ally of Trump, has already refused to abide by a House Democratic rule preventing him from offering amendments to legislation until after the committee is discharged, according to multiple Republican sources, as Business Insider reported
Friday. The strategy is being carefully considered by Republicans because it will allow Graves to have a seat at the negotiation table with Democrats. "For the first time, we will have the power to hold the Democrats accountable," Graves said at the GOP retreat in West Virginia on Friday. "I intend to use that power very aggressively." Graves' influence is
likely to deepen following a GOP victory in the 2020 census, which will likely alter the congressional districts, and the ability of Republicans to regain control of the House. A showdown with Democrats is likely, potentially scuttling Democrats' plans to gain control of the House following the 2020 election. According to the Cook Political Report,
Democrats are in a serious position to take control of the House. While Democrats currently hold a majority of the seats in the House, the GOP gained seats in the last election and has a shot at picking up as many as five seats. Democrats need to flip 24 Republican seats to flip control of the House back to them. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, who is
currently under fire over her handling of impeachment proceedings against President Donald Trump, is unlikely to want a drawn-out process in which she's forced to defend her policy decisions from the majority leader. "It'll be interesting to see how the power plays out," said Jennifer Duffy, an analyst with the Cook Political Report. A House 2d92ce491b
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